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The Senior Science Writer at OIST will play an essential role in connecting the institution’s research excellence with the
broader stakeholders. Often highly complex, the published output of OIST research units needs to be conveyed to a range of
audiences, both expert (global scientific community, industry, science policymakers) and general (government, funders,
media, schools, community groups, supporters). The successful candiate must have formal training as a writer, ,
supplemented by a strong base of scientific knowledge. They should demonstrate exceptional story-telling abilities, a
professional attitude, and keen editorial acumen.

The Senior Science Writer will make a pivotal contribution to the Communication and Public Relations Division — raising
awareness of research published in leading journals across all scientific fields; news about OIST’s innovation, technology
development, and commercialization; notable awards; events; and contributions to local communities. The Senior Science
Writer will produce both short- and long-form articles and other materials that convey the excellence, significance, and
excitement of OIST research, education, innovation, and outreach activities. The writer will also be involved, to an increasing
extent, in digital content production, potentially including podcasts, videos, and other media. A strategic approach to science
and business communication, and the ability to grow and sustain influential and senior editorial and research networks
around the world, will be essential. The Senior Science Writer must also develop the trust of OIST faculty, researchers,
executive members, and administrative staff with their written and oral communication skills and their ability to help impact
effective public engagement.

This position is funded by the J-PEAKS Grant, which was approved by the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science
(JSPS).

Responsibilities:

1. Design a science communications program/strategy at OIST that is aligned with our institutional strategy and our
resources.

2. Proactively search for story ideas and conduct interviews with OIST faculty, researchers, students, entrepreneurs,
administrative staff, and executive members.

3. Research, write, edit, fact-check, and proofread press releases, articles, and other content for news media, websites,
brochures, and other publications.

4. Actively inform the process of determining the most newsworthy scientific, innovation, and community content to
enhance OIST’s reputation.

5. Grow a network of influential science and business correspondents and editors, and assist in placing stories in the
world’s most influential and credible outlets and channels.

6. Potentially help seek out and apply for science communications-related funding opportunities.

7. Other duties, as assigned.
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. A bachelor’s degree science writing/communication, journalism, communications, English, or a related field is
required.

. Six to 10 years’ experience in science communication.

. Excellent written and verbal communication skills in English with the ability to write clear, concise copy for a variety of
mediums.

. Excellent interpersonal skills, cultural responsiveness, and the ability to build relationships and work collaboratively
with multiple and diverse groups and individuals.

. Superior attention to detail and organization; ability to think creatively, strategically, and analytically.

. Project management skills: ability to effectively manage several assignments simultaneously, set priorities, work in a
fast-paced and exciting environment, and meet deadlines.

. Demonstrated ability to work independently and take initiative in creating new content for print and digital platforms.

. Ability to quickly summarize key facts and convey complex subject matter to a general audience in an engaging,

informative, and accurate manner.

Demonstrated knowledge of Microsoft applications, including Word, PowerPoint, Excel, Teams, and SharePoint.

. Native-level English skills.

(Preferred)

1
2
3
4

. A post-graduate certificate or advanced degree in a related field is an asset.

. Japanese language skills are an asset, but not essential.

. Awareness of Japanese society, culture, research, and/or media landscape is an advantage.
. Photography, videography, blogging, illustration and/or podcasting experience is an asset.
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